Lithium, sodium and potassium transport in erythrocytes of manic-depressive patients.
Different Li, Na and K transport pathways were assessed in erythrocytes from manic-depressive patients. No alteration in the Li-Na countertransport, Na,K cotransport or passive permeabilities was observed in either unipolar or bipolar manic-depressive patients. In addition, acute or chronic lithium treatment did not alter the maximal velocity of either the Li-Na countertransport or the Na,K cotransport. A two-fold reduction of the ouabain-sensitive Na efflux was observed among manic-depressive patients without alteration in the affinity of the Na pump for internal Na.